
 

 

 

 
Orr Shalom - April 2016 

Good Deeds Day and Purim Update 
 

 

Good Deeds Day 

March 15th was Good Deeds Day in Israel and Orr Shalom was blessed to have over a hundred 

volunteers who joined us to help improve our homes from Companies who work with the homes on a 

regular basis. 

Volunteers from Bank Jerusalem brought along some professional electricians and plumbers and 

together they made some major renovations in our Reut home. Meanwhile another group of 

volunteers took all the children to the science museum, then out for a nice lunch, followed by some 

fun-time in an indoor swimming pool. They had a great time! 

A group from Sapiens painted and fixed up our Family Group Home in Holon. Another team  worked 

hard in our home in Herzliya. Two teams from the Electricity Company spent the day fixing, painting 

and cleaning two of our homes in Ashkelon, and they even brought new equipment and furniture.  

 

These are just a few of the projects that were taken on for Good Deeds Day. There was a tangible 

positive energy in the air in all the homes and at the end of the day the volunteers were pleased to 

stand back and see what a massive improvement they had made in just one day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Purim Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the first time ever Orr Shalom made a Purim party for all 200 children who live in our Family 

Group Homes. It was a wonderful evening, full of energy and laughter, and a great chance for our 

children to get to know each other and enjoy a party just for them. There was a talent show where 

the children impressed the audience with their performances, and everyone felt that the event was 

an empowering and exciting success. The party was the initiative of our Director of the Family Group 

Homes program, Tali Geffen, and was the result of a huge amount of hard work and effort. A school 

in Modiin hosted the children in their hall, and several local stores contributed candy, balloons and 

food for the party. We are sure that it is going to become an important annual event for these 

children. 

Our friends from Teva Pharmaceuticals made a wonderful party for the foster children and their 

families who live in the center of Israel. Everyone enjoyed a colorful and fun-filled evening full of 

treats and surprises. Also, Intel Israel made a party for 170 children who are in Therapeutic Foster 

care, together with their families. The talented children from the Train Theater in Jerusalem 

performed a funny show, followed by games and fun activities and great food.  The workers from 

Intel, who regularly volunteer with us, made it a really enjoyable party, and we saw that the children 

had a great time.  

BNI Rishonim made a Purim party in our Family Group 

Home for girls in Ashkelon. The girls were treated to a 

makeover by a cosmetician and a hairstylist, followed by 

a photoshoot by a professional photographer. They each 

received an album of pictures from their 'model shots' as 

a souvenir of their special day. The girls loved all the 

attention and the experience of looking and feeling 

wonderful.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Carlsberg drinks company sent eight volunteers to meet the children in one of our homes in 

Ashkelon. It was their first time coming to the home, but they quickly made a big hit with children, 

playing with them and entertaining them.  

  

Our Mishloach Manot packages (full of candies and chocolate) were a big success again this year. 

Thousands of people, companies and schools around the country bought the colorful boxes from us 

to give to family and friends on Purim, and all the proceeds went to Orr Shalom. 

The Family Group Homes will close over the Passover 

vacation and the staff has been busy making 

arrangements for the children to be cared for during this 

time. Most will be spending time with their biological 

parents or will stay with relatives or host families who 

they know well. Those who have no family, or whose 

parents are unable to look after them for more than a 

few days will be attending our Safe Haven camp. About 

45 children will be cared for at the Safe Haven camp over 

the 10 day Passover vacation. A team of social workers 

and therapists has created a full program of activities and outings that will keep the children 

entertained and occupied, all within a therapeutic framework. These children attend the Safe Haven 

camp four times a year, and have the security that it is always in the same location, with the same 

staff, they can even sleep in the same beds if they want! The parents from the Family Group Homes 

come to visit them, and the children feel safe in a familiar environment. 

In other news the government recently passed Israel's first set of laws regarding foster care. These 

laws protect the rights of the child, and also of those providing foster care, alongside protecting the 

rights of the biological parents. Many of the required procedures were already in place, as part of our 

general practice, but the new laws ensure that everyone is aware of their rights and that there is due 

process to protect them. It was an important legal development, and brought about increased 

general awareness of foster care in Israel. We hope that this will encourage more people to consider 

becoming foster parents. 

We are very excited to be hosting a charity preview of the musical Billy Elliot, which is being 

performed in Israel for the first time. It is a very appropriate show for us as it tells the story of a boy 

who struggles to overcome the challenges in his life and works hard against all odds, to make his 

dreams come true. We expect to sell over 800 tickets and raise a substantial amount of money. We 

hope that it will be a wonderful evening and a successful fundraising event. 

Due to your continued generous support to Orr Shalom’s children we are able to continue to provide 
the best possible services to Israel’s abused and neglected children. 

 

We truly appreciate your support for Orr Shalom's children over the years. 
Thank you! 


