
 

 

 
Danish Jewish Friendship 

Update on your “adopted” projects - December 2015 
 
Due to your continued generous support to Orr Shalom’s children are able to continue to provide the 
best possible services to Israel’s abused and neglected children.  

 
This month the family group homes have all been celebrating Chanukah with parties, and wherever 
possible they have invited the biological families to join the children for such a happy celebration. Most 
went home for a few days over the vacation whilst school is closed. Some however, are unable to return 
home even for a few days and they attended our Safe Haven Camp that was held in Mevasseret.  
 

Update on the Family Group Homes you support  
 

Beit Bye – Beersheva  
News in the home:  
Just last week a 7 year old boy was referred to the home, coming from a situation of serious neglect. His 
biological mother is single, Ethiopian and suffers from mental illness. As well as helping the boy, Orr 
Shalom will be providing intensive therapy and support to his mother to enable her to have a 
relationship with her son in the future. 

There are now 10 children in the home, 7 boys and 3 girls. In order to keep a good balance in the home, 
we will be looking to add girls in the next few months.  

During the Chanukah vacation some of the children were able to spend time with their time biological 
parents. This was not possible for four of the children from the home due to their families' situations. 
They were cared for by host families who they stay with over Shabbat on a regular basis every two 
weeks.  

Sadly we could not help two children who have now left the home, a girl and a boy. Agam, an 8 year old 
girl has been returned to her grandmother’s care by the Ministry of Welfare due to lack of co-operation 
on the grandmothers part. Without the family' co-operation it can be very hard for a child to accept the 
home and adjust.  In the meantime the Ministry of Welfare is looking for a permanent home for Agam. 
Byad, a little boy, came to the home with serious behavioral issues a year ago. He was prone to bursts of 
anger and aggression and his wild behavior was very difficult to control. When our staff saw that he was 
unable to settle down in the home, despite all their efforts, he was referred to a different framework 
that is better suited to his needs.  

  



 

 

 

Beit Shiffman – Beersheva  
News in the home:  
Today Beit Shiffman is home to 10 children. During the Chanukah vacation, two of the children attended 
the Safe Haven camp in Mevasseret. 
 
A new child has been referred to the home recently, she is 11 years old. Her mother is an alcoholic and 
her father is not in contact. She came to us after her placement in a foster family failed and they were 
unable to hold her. They will continue to stay in touch and will host her on the bi weekly visits. Her 
biological mother is unwell and is unable to host her even for one night. She is allowed supervised visits 
only. The child is very withdrawn and has serious emotional difficulties. The professional staff are 
putting together a therapeutic plan to help her and will start to work with her intensively.  
 
Another little boy was recently referred to psychiatric care, as the staff discovered he had been sexually 
abused when he was very young. His behavior started to worsen and he was showing signs of great 
disturbance. He is presently in psychiatric hospitalization and once stabilized we will be able to reassess 
and verify if our home is right for him or if we need to refer him to a more intensive care facility. 
Everyone is very upset about these developments; it is always hard to see someone so young suffer so 
much.  
 
 

Beit Dror – Beersheva  
News in the home:  
The family and children were very excited to move to a new home in a different neighborhood in Beer 
Sheva this week.  It is in a better location for public transport for the children to attend school, and 
there is a nicer local population. There has been some discomfort over the neighbors' reactions to Orr 
Shalom moving in. In these early days, they are just settling in and they are still busy with unpacking and 
setting up their rooms and hopefully in time will build nice relationships with their new neighbors.  
 
An 8 year old girl has been referred to the home recently. She too comes 
from a background of severe neglect.  
Her biological mother is very dysfunctional, and the professional staff are just 
beginning to learn about the child and her biological family. We have a host 
family as a backup option for the free weekends as her biological mother is 
unstable. The professional staff are working intensively with the mother to 
try to bring some stability to this little girl's life. The house is now at full 
capacity, with 11 children. 
Beit Dror has two national service volunteers, Reut has continued from last 

year, and a new girl, Mazi has settled in very quickly and is making a good 
connection with the children. 
 



 

 

 

Bat El celebrated her Bat Mitzvah recently. When she started to plan her 
party her family became quite distressed as they are in a very difficult 
financial situation and were unable to pay for even a small celebration. 
The whole house took up the challenge and worked together to find 
volunteers for everything; the hall, balloons, dancing, photographer, even 
a candy bar - which was her dream! They even managed to find volunteers 
to make-up Bat El, her mother and her sister with fancy hairdos and make 
up so they looked and felt pretty. Bat El invited her friends from school 
and her whole family attended the party. The director of the home Noam, 
said it was probably the most moving Bat Mitzvah that he has ever 
attended. A really impressive joint effort by all! 

Moving on: Our graduate, Idan 
Last year Idan graduated from the home and he is now a fighter in the Border Patrol unit of the army. He 
is a great example of Orr Shalom’s work. When he joined the home at 8 years old Idan didn’t speak or 
write and was very low functioning, and the staff thought he was mentally challenged. With intensive 
therapy the staff were able to help him communicate, and he eventually left the home with full 
matriculation and is fully functional. The staff and children made him a party to wish him well and he is 
now in our graduate program being supported by our graduate team. He is in frequent communication 
with the house mother, Alice and is doing well. 

Special mention: Eliav started his studies at the air force high school. This is a big achievement; it is not 
easy to be accepted to this school. A certain standard must be met as well as good grades. The students 
study high level electronics, physics and computer courses as well as their regular classes, and there is a 
heavy workload and homework. They wear army uniform and will be placed in the air force when they 
graduate school.  Eliav finds the work challenging and he has some extra tutoring, but he is working hard 
and taking his studies seriously. We see this as a huge step forward for Eliav.  

 
 

Beit Goldschmidt    
News in the home:  
Two new young girls were referred to the home in September. Chen, who is 11 seems to be settling 
down well and making good progress in her therapy sessions. She is looking forward to her Bat Mitzvah 
next year. She is able to visit her biological family and they are co-operating well, which makes things 
much easier for Chen.  
Zohar, is just 10 years old. Her parents are divorced and she has 6 siblings.  We are learning from Zohar 
that she was very neglected and suffers from very low self-esteem due to a lack of love and care. She is 
not used to kindness and finds it hard to connect to the other girls in the home. Zohar will require 
intense therapy and we have a counselor who joins her every day after she returns from the Beit 
Goldschmidt School. This helps her adjust and keeps her feeling secure. Zohar needs a lot of attention 
and has a lot to learn about social skills and how to behave.  



 

 

 
During Chanukah the girls' families were invited to a special party that helps to keep the families 
connected to their children. The highlight of the month was a special outing to a guide dog facility where 
the dogs are trained; it gave the girls a chance to feel empathy for the dogs and to relate to their softer 
side.  

 
Volach home  
Moving on: Daniella, Nicole and Bat El graduated the home at the end of the school year. They all 
completed school and have been guided by their social worker in order to help ease them into 
independent living along with the Graduates Program. This program gives them continued guidance and 
practical help as they take their first steps as young adults, until they reach 25. They are in close contact 
with Chani and Rafi, and they like to come back to visit the home regularly. 

Daniella has graduated and is joining the army soon. Meanwhile, she is living with her biological mother 
and is employed in a café in the mall. Nicole was unable to return to her biological home and is living in 
an Orr Shalom graduates apartment and will soon begin her army service.  She has found employment 
and will remain in our apartment during her service. As part of the graduate program, she is given more 
intense support and advice by our team of professionals who will guide her and stay in contact.  

Bat El joined Sherut Leumi and has a responsible position in Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital in the pre-
operation ward. She often comes back to the home to visit, she has  three siblings there: Adir, Coral and 
Lidor.  

Adir, aged 14, and Coral aged 15, joined the home at the end of the summer. Tragically, Coral has been 
taken very sick with bone cancer; by the time she joined the home she was already quite sick and it was 
discovered very quickly. Things have moved very fast and she had an emergency operation and started 
chemotherapy. Coral is shy and quiet, a good student, and even though she is new to the home, she 
formed good relationships with the other children.  Coral’s mother has stepped in and has been at her 
side constantly.  She needs to remain in hospital and we have organized volunteers to help relieve her 
biological mother for a few hours each time who insists on staying by her daughter. Her sister, Bat El, is 
doing her Sherut Leumi in the same hospital so she often sleeps next to Coral. When Coral is strong 
enough to leave the hospital she will be returning to the home for short periods. The social worker visits 
her twice a week and is also working very hard in the home; this new discovery of sickness frightened 



 

 

the children and they all started to worry that they too were ill.  Special Yoga workshops are one idea of 
how to help calm the situation and we are organizing more staff to be on hand if needed. Lidor is Coral’s 
brother. Dan volunteers with Lidor once a week and his presence is crucial to helping Lidor to open up to 
people. We are so grateful for Dan’s work in our home! 

Focus on Shai  

Sixteen year old Shai has started to volunteer with the local fire brigade this year. He wears a uniform 
and goes to train with them twice a week. He loves this opportunity and has already been nominated 
the 'top volunteer'!  
 

Eshkol Paz Home  
News in the home: 
This is our newest Family Group Home in Ashkelon. The house-parents, Liat and Yuval, with their 3 
children are very settled. During the past year they have managed to bring the home to a stable place 
whereby scheduled days keep the children feeling secure.  
 
There are good educational results for those who joined at 
the beginning of the year, and the children are helped by a 
teacher who attends in the afternoons. The children's 
behavior is much better than when they all joined. Today 
there is no violence from the children who were used to 
expressing themselves in a very aggressive manner. With 10 
children to care for, the house parents are supported by the 
regular staff and also a 'Morah Chayelet' who is doing her 
army service as a teacher in the home, to give additional 
support to the teacher.  Today the home is at full capacity as 
three new boys have recently joined.  
 
Neria' and Lior', 8 year old twin boys. Their father and mother are alcoholics and drug addicts. Sadly the 
mother also has cancer and lives far away in the north of the country.  Their mother is too sick to visit 
and therefore the house parents take the boys to visit their biological mother with a special planned 
trip. The boys are not toilet trained and cry during the night, waking the house mother at least 3 or 4 
times a night. 
 
Shimon' is a 10 year old boy and suffers from epilepsy. His mother has her own health issues and was 
unable to cope with him. Shimon loves music and will be starting guitar lessons to help strengthen his 
self- esteem. He is adjusting slowly to his new environment, it is early days.  
 
The social worker and psychologist are working intensively to evaluate the three new children's 
individual needs, and to build a therapeutic program for each child. This will include communication 
with their biological families and setting up healthy patterns for their visits to the home, as well as a 



 

 

therapeutic overall program for each child, and of course communication with the schools. The children 
have adjusted to their new “home siblings”, and are relating well to each other and the professional 
staff. The older ones are helping the new children adjust to the house rules and routines. 

 

Emergency Foster home in the area of Modiin  
News in the home:  
The latest arrivals are three little ones aged 1.5 years, 4 years and 5 years old. 
The Sherut Leumi volunteer is in her second year, and  is fully trained which makes it much easier for the 
family.  
 

Moving on:  
Recently a little girl has been fostered by a warm and loving family in 
the Tel Aviv area – she joins their biological child. Though it is hard for 
the emergency foster family to say farewell, this is where their strength 
lies. They know that their role is temporary and that the children need a 
permanent home. Ensuring the child goes to a suitable family takes 
time, and once the right family is found, there is a process to introduce 
them to the child to be fostered. Several visits take place and the 
emergency foster families have to leave the picture to allow the child to 
connect to her new family. As the child leaves the home, a small 
suitcase with a Disney picture will be packed along with a photo album 
for the child. They choose their favorite toys, their blanket, clothes that they liked and the album to put 
in the suitcase. This is a very important part of their history, and stays with them as they grow up. The 
emergency foster family write a letter and put it in the suitcase for when the child is older . 
 
 
 

Pri Megadim – Mevasseret Adolescent Girls Home  
News in the home: 
Pri Megadim is home to 9 girls aged 12 to 18 who have suffered serious sexual abuse or neglect.  Many 
of the girls have eating disorders, and serious psychological issues, and other problems which arise from 
their abuse. A 12 year-old girl was referred to the house recently and the staff are helping to settle her 
into the home.   

Moving on: 
One girl left the home in the summer and is now with her mother, she was unable to accept the home 
rules and she is continuing her studies at school. A good sign is that she stays in contact with girls from 
the home and some of the staff. 

There are two new Sherut Leumi girls, Tohar and Hila who are forming a good relationship with the girls 
and two tutors join the home in the afternoons to help the girls with homework.  



 

 

The social worker and house mother have been holding special workshops for the girls about body 
issues such as personal space, body image and peer pressure. They will also be teaching about 
appropriate sexual behavior. The group will be meeting once a week and the Sherut Leumi volunteers 
will be working with the girls to help them with issues that arise. All the staff involved have participated 
in an intensive training course to teach them how to discuss these sensitive, and sometimes painful 
topics with the girls.  

 

Rishonim – Adolescent Girls Home in Mevasseret  
News in the home: 
There are currently nine girls in the Rishonim home, aged from 13 to 18. Two new girls were referred to 
the home, aged 14, from a background of severe abuse and neglect. One of the girls is from an Arab 
family. 

Moving on:  
In the summer one girl graduated from the home with full matriculation at an 'excellent' level. She is 
now in the army and holds a responsible position in military planning. During her vacation times and 
free weekends she lives in one of Orr Shalom's graduate apartments. Her father is in prison and she has 
no contact with her mother. She keeps in touch with the girls from the home.  

Only one girl needed to attend our Safe Haven camp for Chanukah, but the rest were able to spend time 
with their biological families.  

Dan’s work in this home is really paying off, though not easy girls, Dan has managed to connect to two 
of the girls and helps them weekly with their English. The Director of the home Oren was full of praise 
for Dan’s perseverance for working with two of the most challenging girls in the home. 

 
Foster Therapy Centers 
 
Danish Jewish Friendship is 'subsidizing' one of the three National Service Volunteers in our foster 
therapy center this year. Shoshi Lipshitz is based at the Mevasseret foster therapy center. She is the “big 
sister” to 10 children who are living with therapeutic foster families. These children have come from 
very serious situations of abuse and neglect, and receive regular intensive therapy and psychiatric care. 
They are not in the regular foster program.  
Shoshi, who is 18 years old has a scheduled time to meet each child once a week at their home. This 
ensures the foster mother has a break and the child starts to build trust in other characters other than 
the family.  Shoshi has many activities to do with the children, sometimes board games or arts and crafts 
or takes them to the park, acting as a big sister. They also meet her at the foster center. It takes time for 

her to build up a close relationship with the children, but once 
they come to trust her they value her friendship and attention. 
They may talk freely to her about their problems, or just spend the 



 

 

time having fun and relaxing with her. Much of their interaction with adults is in an 'official' context 
where they may have to discuss difficult and sensitive situations. Their time with Shoshi is unpressured 
and uncomplicated and is very precious to them. Shoshi always has a few words with the foster parents 
when she takes the child out, as a way to keep in touch with them. 
 
The majority of the children in her group are aged 6 to 13 years old. Shoshi visits one of the children in 
school and takes her out from a class that she finds difficult. Together they read through the schoolbook 
and do the worksheets slowly and patiently to ensure that the child really understands the material. This 
helps her to keep up with the class and not fall behind or get frustrated and doesn’t add to her busy 
schedule with extra lessons after school. 
 
Once a week Shoshi goes to the Mevasseret center to meet with her supervisor and she receives 
training and advice.  Shoshi also works with the other national service volunteers to prepare activities 
for the children who come to the center on special occasions. Recently they worked together to make a 
Chanukah party which was enjoyed by the therapeutic foster children from all around the area.  
 
Shoshi is finding this year interesting, challenging and very meaningful. She loves working with the 
children and acting as their confidante and 'big sister', giving them love and attention and advice when 
needed. She feels that she is fulfilling a very important role in their lives. Special thank you to Dan!!! 
 
Here at Orr Shalom, we really appreciated Dan's work and the time that he dedicates to our children. He 
is a reliable and constant person in their lives, someone who takes a special interest in them and they 
really look forward to his visits. He is a positive role model and inspires them to believe in themselves 
and what they can do in the future. Thank you Dan! 

 

 

Your support is much needed and much appreciated. 
Thank you! 

We look forward to continuing our partnership with you in 2016. 
 


